
 RECOMMENDED READING – CAPITALISM & DEGROWTH 

 

 

 
 

1. Frank Trentmann, Empire of Things: How We Became a World of 
Consumers, from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First (Allen 
Lane, 2016). 

 

 
 

2. Jürgen Osterhammel, The Transformation of the World: A Global 
History of the Nineteenth Century (Princeton, 2014). 

 

 
 

3. Joyce Appleby, The Relentless Revolution: A History of Capitalism 
(Norton, 2009). 

 

 
 

4. Joachim Radkau, Nature and Power: A Global History of the 
Environment (Cambridge, 2008). 
 

 

 
 

5. Cara New Daggett, The Birth of Energy: Fossil Fuels, 
Thermodynamics, and the Politics of Work (Duke, 2019). 

 

 
 

6. Raj Patel and Jason W. Moore, A History of the World in Seven 
Cheap Things: A Guide to Capitalism, Nature, and the Future of the 
Planet (California, 2017). 



 RECOMMENDED READING – CAPITALISM & DEGROWTH 

 

 

 
 

7. Bob Johnson, Carbon Nation: Fossil Fuels and the Making of 
American Culture (Kansas, 2014). 

 

 
 

8. John R. McNeill and Peter Engelke, The Great Acceleration: An 
Environmental History of the Anthropocene Since 1945 (Belknap, 
2016). 

 

 
 

9. John Kenneth Galbraith, The Affluent Society (Mariner, 
1958/1999). 

 

 
 

10. Rachel Carson, Silent Spring (Mariner, 1962/2022). 

 

 
 

11. Ivan Illich, Tools for Conviviality (Boyars, 1973/2021). 

 

 
 

12. Bill McKibben, The End of Nature (Random House, 1989/2006). 



 RECOMMENDED READING – CAPITALISM & DEGROWTH 

 

 

 
 

13. Donella H. Meadows, Dennis L. Meadows, and Jørgen 
Randers, Limits to Growth: The 30-Year Update (Chelsea Green, 
2004) 

 

 
 

14. Timothy Mitchell, Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of 
Oil (Verso, 2011). 

 

 
 

15. Tim Jackson, Prosperity Without Growth: Economics for a Finite 
Planet (Earthscan, 2009). 

 

 
 

16. Serge Latouche, Farewell to Growth (Polity, 2010). 

 

 
 

17. Joseph E. Stiglitz, Amartya Sen, and Jean-Paul Fitoussi, 
Mismeasuring Our Lives: Why the GDP Doesn’t Add Up (New 
Press, 2010). 

 

 
 

18. Erik Olin Wright, Envisioning Real Utopias (Verso, 2010). 



 RECOMMENDED READING – CAPITALISM & DEGROWTH 

 

 

 
 

19. David Harvey, Seventeen Contradictions and the End of Capitalism 
(Oxford, 2014). 

 

 
 

20. Giacomo D’Alisa, et al, Degrowth: A Vocabulary for a New Era 
(Routledge, 2014). 

 

 
 

21. Wendy Brown, Undoing the Demos: Neoliberalism’s Stealth 
Revolution (Zone, 2015). 

 

 
 

22. Paul Mason, Post Capitalism: A Guide to Our Future (Penguin, 
2015). 

 

 
 

23. Jason W. Moore, Capitalism in the Web of Life: Ecology and the 
Accumulation of Capital (Verso, 2015). 

 

 
 

24. Robert J. Gordon, The Rise and Fall of American Growth: The U.S. 
Standard of Living Since the Civil War (Princeton, 2016). 



 RECOMMENDED READING – CAPITALISM & DEGROWTH 

 

 

 
 

25. Peter Dauvergne, Environmentalism for the Rich (MIT, 2016). 

 

 
 

26. Kate Raworth, Doughnut Economics: Seven Ways to Think Like a 
21st Century Economist (Chelsea Green, 2017). 

 

 
 

27. Ulrich Brand and Markus Wissen, The Imperial Mode of Living: 
Everyday Life and the Ecological Crisis of Capitalism (Verso, 2017). 

 

 
 

28. Samuel Alexander and Brendan Gleeson, Degrowth in the 
Suburbs: A Radical Urban Imaginary (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018). 

 

 
 

29. David Graeber, Bullshit Jobs: A Theory (Simon & Schuster, 2018). 

 

 
 

30. Stephen Lessenich, Living Well at Others’ Expense: The Hidden 
Costs of Western Prosperity (Polity, 2019). 



 RECOMMENDED READING – CAPITALISM & DEGROWTH 

 

 

 
 

31. Kate Aronoff, Alyssa Battistoni, Daniel Aldana, Cohen, Thea 
Riofrancos, A Planet to Win: Why We Need a Green New Deal 
(Verso, 2019). 

 

 
 

32. Aaron Bastani, Fully Automated Luxury Communism: A Manifesto 
(Verso, 2019). 

 

 
 

33. Kate Soper, Post-Growth Living: For an Alternative Hedonism 
(Verso, 2020). 

 

 
 

34. Danny Dorling, Slowdown: The End of the Great Acceleration—and 
Why It’s Good for the Plant, the Economy, and Our Lives (Yale, 
2020). 

 

 
 

35. Vinent Liegey and Anitra Nelson, Exploring Degrowth: A Critical 
Guide (Pluto Press, 2020). 

 

 
 

36. Giorgos Kallis et al, The Case for Degrowth (Polity, 2020). 



 RECOMMENDED READING – CAPITALISM & DEGROWTH 

 

 

 
 

37. Tim Jackson, Post Growth: Life After Capitalism (Polity, 2021). 

 

 
 

38. Amitav Ghosh, The Nutmeg’s Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis 
(Chicago, 2021). 

 

 
 

39. Jason Hickel, Less is More: How Degrowth Will Save the World 
(Windmill, 2021). 

 

 
 

40. Matthias Schmelzer and Andrea Vetter, The Future is Degrowth: 
A Guide to a World Beyond Capitalism (Verso, 2022). 

 

 
 

41. Kohei Saito, Marx in the Anthropocene: Toward the Idea of 
Degrowth Communism (Cambridge, 2022). 

 

 
 

42. Mark Stoll, Profit: An Environmental History (Polity, 2022). 

 


